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Amsterdam Special 


Delegates begin Intensive Preparation for Amsterdam 

* ~The English edition of the first three Volumes of study material for the 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches has just been sent to the various parti- 
Cipants of the Assembly by the Study Department of the World Council, The French 
and German editions will follow soon. Each of these participants will receive the 
volume which the Section to which he has been assigned will discuss, These volumes 
are being distributed in uncorrected proof copy. Following Amsterdan, the correct 
ed- copy together with an additional report from each Section, and possibly with 

the message of the Assembly, will be on sale to the public. Each of the volumes 

is approximately 2U0 pages in length, 


"The Universal Church in God's Design" is the subject of volume one. 
Bishop Gustof Aulen of Sweden served as Chairman of the study group which prepared 
the material, Prof. Clarence T. Craig of Yale Divinity School, as Vice~Chairman, 
and the Reve Oliver 5. Tomkins, London, as secretary and editor. 


The second volume deals with "The Church's Witness and God's Design". 
The Director of the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, Professor Hendrik Kraemer was 
Chairman, and Bishop Stephen Neill, co-Director of the Study Depertment, was 
secretary of the group which dealt with this subject. 


In the third volume on "The Church and the Disorder of Society" we have 
the materials prepared by a group under the direction of Prof. Reinhold Niebuhr, 
of New York. Dr J.H. Oldham, of London, served as Vice-Chairman, and the Rev. 
Nils Ehrenstrém, Director of the Study Department, was secretary. 


The chapters of these three volumes have been written by eee reais 
forty different men and women, but at least two hundred have ai ine ibaa : e es 
paration of these materials, It should be noted that the chapters are not produc- 
ed by any one professional group, rather are they the product of oe women 
from various professions and from many different Churches and countries. 
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. The fourth volume which deals with "The Church andthe International Disorder" 
will be ready for distribution early in July. 


President Henry P. Van Dusen of Union Seminary, New York, and Chairman of 
the Study Department Commission, has written a general introduction to these volumes 
which appears in each of the books, "At this fateful moment", Dr Van Dusen writes, 
"the theme of the first Assembly of the Council - Man's Disorder arid God's Design - 
is singularly relevant and needs little interpretation", The Chairman points out 
that the World Council of Churches in adopting this theme has committed itself to 
a double task, First "it must seek to comprehend Man's Disorder in the light of 
God's Design, in order that the Churches may mediate to the world both a true under- 
standing of its distress and the grace and power to find the way out.'' And second- 
ly "it must bring the Churches face to face with relentless realism, their involve» 
ment in the world's folly as well as their own distinctive disorders, in order that 
they may be ready to receive from God the rebirth and live unity which He purposes 
for them!!, ; 


In commenting on this process of study under the direction of the World 
Council, Dr Ehrenstrtém said, "It serves as an ecumenical ‘'eye-opener', as a ferment, 
as a prod to the conscience. It is a cross - fertilisation of leading minds with- 
in Christendom, which cannot be without consequence for the teaching and outlook of 


the Churches.! B.P.5.Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN The Archbishop of Canterbury on the Events of Palestine 


In the speech he addressed to the Convocation of Canterbury on May 28, 1948 
the Archbishop of Canterbury comnented on the situation in Palestine and said; 
' 
",e0e1 feel that we cmnot separate as a Convocation without at least one 
word to express the deep shame, horror and distress which all Christians feel that 
in the Holy City -.in Jerusalem - men should be fighting one anothere.. 


"Many consciences are deeply disturbed that Great Britain should even seem 
to be supplying arms and officers for the fighting in Jerusalem, I use the word 
1seem! deliberately. There is a great deal that would have to be said on that 
matter for any full assessment, but the mere appearance of such a thing has, as 1 
have said, deeply concerned the consciences of many. I am happy to say that even 
the mere seeming is in process of being corrected. At the same time the Government 
of this country, I think, feels that it is our bounden duty not to prejudice either 
the Arab situation or the Jewish situation... 


"I propose to send 2 telegram to the United Nations - and I hope to be able 
to do it in the name of this Convocation - expressing the deep concern, the horror 
end the shame that all Christians feel that this thing should happen on that sacred 
soil, and making an appeal that all parties will do everything within their power - 
and beyond it, by the grace of God - to secure’ a truce at least in the Holy City 
itself," 


The telegram sent by the Archbishop of Canterbury to Mr, Trygve Lie, General 
Secretary of the United Nations, reads as followss 


- Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 


https://archive.org/details/eni-bulletin_ 1948-06-04 15 22. 
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"With support of bishops and clergy of Province of Canterbury urgently re- 
present that all parties shall combine to establish temporary truce in Palestine 
or at least in Jerusalem, that the distress and shame of fighting in Holy City 
which is an offence and scandal to religious conscience of Christians, Moslems ard 
Jews, may be ended," 


The Archbishop also sent the following telegram to Mr. Trygve Lies 


"As President of the World Council of Churches strongly support any steps 
to achieve truce in Palestine without prejudice to either party. Christian opinion 
throughout the world is deeply stirred by the horror of fighting in the Holy Land 
and desires to see peace which does not do injustice to either side," 


HeP.S,Geneva 
GERMANY . Bishop Dibelius' Pastoral Letter 


Bishop Dibelius sent out a pastoral letter of Whitsuntide addressed to 
all the Churches in the Province of Berlin-Brandenburg, based on Zechariah 4:6: 
"Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts". "The free- 
dom bestowed on God's children since the events of Whitsuntide", the pastoral 
letter begins, "is to be preserved now in the life of the individual and in the 
iife of State and nation, In these days our main preoccupation is - whatever may 
happen = to preserve the freedom to be sincere. 


"'iverywhere where the State claims absolute power, it shows ‘the sinister 
tendency of compelling people to be insincere, We are all familiar with this from 
the days of National Socialism. At that time millions of people were forced by 
threats and intimidation to say things, which were really abhorrent to them, They 
were forced to wave flags, while their hearts were full of bitternesse.. 


"A tendency to mendaciousness came over the whole life of the German people, 
It undermined the morale and destroyed all true community. It destroyed the faith 
of innumerable Christians, who could not stand up to the temptation. For how can 
one believe in Christianity, and at the same time allow one's self to act against 
one's convictions and one's conscience? 


"Times like those must never return" Bishop Dibelius went on, "We Christ- 
ians are responsible for seeing that they do not return... Let us take up the 
struggle against any pressure exerted upon our convictions and consciencesee. We 
should indeed obey the authorities in the external things of life, as long as they 
do not ask us to do something that is against God's commandment, But in cases 
where we have to express a conviction = in elections, in demonstrations, in decid- 
ing for a party, in plebiscites and on similar occasions, we are not called upon 
to be obedient; the only thing that matters then is our own, conscientious con- 
viction. Through this, in God's name, we may preserve the freedom to be sincere," 


Bishop Dibelius continued; "I know how heavy the pressure often is, and 
how overwhelming the temptation, But such pressure plays on people's fears, Are 
we going to let it play on ours? Must I ask once agains what can the Christian 
be afraid of, since God has assured him of His Holy Spirit? 
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"No, wherever pressure is exerted in public life, openly or clandestinely, 
in business, in party life, in legal procedure, in the schools or anywhere else, 
there the Christian must stand up and make an unequivocal refusal. Even if he car 
waole-heartedly approve the matter in question, he must say: ‘Come again, when 
you have abandoned pressure and threats; then I will give you my approval! But 
not until then! Force turns even the best cause into a wrong in’ the sight of God.' 


"But we beg those who now have our country under their control, not to 
make things too difficult for people who want to keep their conscience clean and 
to remain sincere and upright. Do not give people the feeling that their lives 
and their personal freedom are in danger, merely because they act openly and 
nonourably in accordance with their conscience, Keep the schools, science, the 
aw and political life free from political pressure! Give freedom room to grow in 

our nation! 


"We are passing through difficult times. We must not make them still more 
difficult by sinking once more into the slavery of universal mendaciousness, As 
Christians we are called to freedom, But freedom to remain sincere is best ensur- 
ed, not by waiting until-temptation faces us, but by witnessing to our faith every 
day in word and deed, so that everyone knows: those people are Christians, whose 
consciences are stronger than temptation and pressure; it is useless trying to 
exercise pressure upon them}! Where the spirit of God is present, there is freedom. 


May God bless our Whitsuntide with such freedom$" EePsS. Geneva 
HUNGARY Church and State 


The Synodal Council of the Reformed Church of Hungary has published on 
April 10, 1948 the following ten point statement on its position regarding the 
relations between Church and States 


"1) The Synodal Council declares its full readiness for every service in 
the new Hungarian state and social order, which it can carry out in the name of 
Jesus Christ with the power of the Holy Spirit. 


"2) It regards as consistent with the spirit of evangelical liberty, truth 
and charity, accordingly, it approves and welcomes the steps so far taken by the 
Hungarian Government and legislature towards the complete equality of religion, 
and would accept as a logical consequence of these steps, the assurance of complete 
freedom as regards the joining of religious denominations, which would relieve many 
ancient and painful social sores, such as in particular the dissensions concerning 
the religious education of children, and the 'reversalis' (An agreement authorised 
by the State between the parents of mixed marriage concerning the religion of their 


children) . 


"3) It recognises the Hungarian Republic, together with its constitution, 
laws and institutions, and professes the republican State form to be particularly 
suitable for the construction of a free society for free men, 


"4) It regards the abolition of the system of large estates and the acqui~ 
sition of lend by the peasants. and the public administration of the large companies, 
in the interests of a greater social justice for everyone, as consistent with the 
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Holy Scriptures, Cur Church gladly carries out the work entrusted to it by God in 
a society built up from the workers: industrial workers, peasants and intellect- 
uals, and regards this society as one in which the truths of the Gospel may have a 
better chance of success, although it will not necessarily be free from the con- 
stand temptation due to human sin, 


"5) In every other aspect of the relations between State and Church, the 
Synodal Council is ready, no matter when, to enter into discussions which may lead 
to a possible revision of these by legal and constitutional methods, 


"6) Our Synodal Council is aware of the fact that in the new world and in 
the changed conditions, the Church must also make sacrifices, .It is confident, 
however, that in the new historical situation, the Church will also be able to 
carry out undisturbed all its great tasks of preaching, education, missionary and 
Charitable work and self-government which it has received from its Lord, 


"7) With gratitude towards God, our Synodal Council pays its tribute to 
Hungarian workers, to peasants, industrial workers, to those connected with commun- 
ications, to intellectual workers, and last but not least to the Hungarian women 
who, in exceptionally difficult circumstances, have undertaken almost superhuman 
tasks and sacrifices and have established, developed, and rebuilt from the ruins, 
the life of the Hungarian people, 


"8) A revolutionary transformation of such vast proportions and elemental 
strength as the present one, cannot take place without much and great suffering. 
The Church would be disloyal to its Lord and to itself if it did not give proof of 
God's merciful love towards those, who either through their own fault, or through 
the faults of others, are the victims of this great transformation. We must share 
their sufferings as the burden of the judgment on us all. While the Church carries 
out this Samaritan service, however, among these wounded souls, it must not allow 
itself to be forced into the position of having its holy service of mercy changed 
into political moves. 


"'9) Taking the great command for the making of peace from our divine Master, 
in this exceptionally tense world situation, with warning and imploring words we 
turn to the members of our own Church, as well as to every Church both in the 
world as a whole and here at home, to every responsible statesman, and every man 
of goodwill, to preserve peace, one of Gods most precious gifts, even at the price 
of the greatest sacrifice. Let them not allow themselves to become the tools of 
war and bloodshed through specious slogans and promises, but let them do all they 
can to forward the cause of peace by accepting the Prince of eb in their hearts 
and professing Him bravely. 


10) Finally we call on every member of our Church to abandon all sterile 
uncertainty and slothful waiting, to put their hands to the plough, and not looking 
backwards, to take their part in the rebuilding of the country, which is the task 
of us all, with responsibility to God, and with living hope." E.P.S. Geneva 
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HUNGARY Rishop Ravasz' Reasons for 
Resignation 


: The Bishop of the Hungarian Reformed Church, Dr Laszlo Ravasz, has sent 
in his resignation, However, Dr Ravasz will continue to serve as pastor of the 
"Calvin ter-church} the oldest Budapest community. 


Bishop Ravasz, who held his episcopate for 27 years, submits his reasons 
for resignation, which was intended for the end of this year but on account of "the 
new tasks of the Church" took effect already on April 30, in an account of his work 
presented at a General Assembly of the Reformed Church, the substance of which is 
as follows: Fon drs 


_ ‘MeeeThe Hungarian Reformed Church is today under a violent strain such as 
it has not experienced in its whole history. It must become a self-supporting free 
Church and therefore find a new fundamental structure, This must take place in the 
Spirit of Pentecost, in a spirit of confident renewal... The leaders of the 
Churches do not wish to make a political party out of Christ's followers, and the 
responsible men of the Government do not wish to destroy or scatter the Church of 
Christ. Therefore it is urgent that the false light disappear and the true view 
receive its credit, whereby the classical rule ‘clara pacta, boni: anici' will be- 
come applicable also on this field... 


"But for us, the question when.and how this harmony can be brought about, 
is not the most important one. We greatly desire that it be brought about, But 
we could not accelerate it by sacrificing the basic principles of the Church, It 
is far more important to us that, if it is brought about sooner or later in a com- 
plete or deficient form, we will be facing numerous new tasks which our generation 
cannot avoid... Elucidating this task, I have applied three specific expressions: 
specialisation, concentration and spiritualisation, i.e. retreat of the Church to 
its proper field, the practice of church activities as life function of the commun- 
ity and finally a radical spiritualisation of the Church. These three things lead 
to its renewal... 


"New workers must be engaged, new ways of work attacked, A number of old 
collaborators must be guided into new fields of work, and - however painful it may 
be - the worn out veterans, the superfluous, must retire... In view of the great 
revolution which is changing the world and which is slowly isolating those belong- 
ing to the vanishing world or at best allows them to appear as honourable warnings, 

I realised that I would have to retire a few months sooner. But I wish to con- 
tinue serving my community and proclaiming the Word... We are responsible to 
history for our doings, and we are responsible before God. JI an awaiting the 
judgment of history with uplifted head, I am awaiting God's judgment on my knees, 
hoping that He will be merciful for the sake of Him Who came into the world to save 
the sinners, among whom I am the first... I have faced compassion so that Christ 
may exercise on myself, as the first, His forbearance as an example to those who 


will believe in Him in all eternity." B.Pede Geneva 
U.S.5ek Orthodox Leaders to Meet In Moscow 


The Russian Urthodox Church can this summer look back on a 500 years! 
existence as an autocephalous Church. The Jubilee celebration under the spiritual 
direction of the Patriarch Alexij will begin on July 8 and terminate on July 13. 
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Invitations have heen sent to the leaders of the other autocephalous Orthodox 
Churches to participate, The presence of their representatives will at the same 
time allow for an ecclesiastical meeting at which a number of timely questions and 
problems will come up for discussion, Several prelates from different countries 
have already accepted the invitation. E.P.S. Geneva 


World's Y.W.C.A. Executive Committee Mects 


3 The main business of the World's Y.W.C.A. Executive, which met at the 
Chateau de bossey May 26-30, was to implement decisions made at its World's Council 
meeting in Hangchow, China, last October. 


7 The urgent need expressed there for leadership was considered at Bossey 
on both the national and world's levels, and plans were made for World's Y.W.C.A. 
Training Institutes (study courses) in two areas, one to take place near Geneva in 
the summer of 1949 and one in the Crient at a later date. 


The need to strengthen the life and witness of the movement was seen to 
necessitate a closer integration of YWCAs around the world. Towards this end a 
secretary from the Geneva office has been appointed to serve for a period of two 
years in the Orient, both to help with leadership training and to serve as a link 
between movements in that area and other parts of the world, 


A session of World's Y.W.C.A. service .to Displaced Persons (a joint ser- 
vice with the World Alliance of Y.M.C.A.S) was attended by Dr Visser 't Hooft and 
Dr Tracy Strong. The whole refugee problem, whether.in Europe, Middle East or 
India, was seen as a call to Christianswhich they had so far met inadequately. It 
was strongly urged that Christian organisations and the Churches should face to- 
gether this major problem of our century. 


An important decision, arising out of the YWCAls concern for Christian 
witness in social and international life, was the appointment of one of its secret~ 
aries to act in a consultative capacity with the Economic and Social Council of the 
United Nations,- 


Throughout the meetings there was consciousness of the depth of the spirit- 
ual crisis of mankind at this moment of history, and a message was drawn up to be 
sent to YWCAs everywhere. The meetings concluded with a service conducted by 


Bishop Neill of the World Council of Churches.. HePede Geneva 
JAPAN . The National Christian Council Reorganised 


The National Christian Council of Japan, which ceased to function shortly 
before the war, has been reorganised under the chairmanship of the Rev. M. Kozaki, 
Moderator of the United Church of Christ in Japan. The Council will comprise both 
church bodies and non-ecclesiastical organisations which "believe in the Gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God, as set forth in the Holy Bible," 
Already affiliated with the Council are the United Church of Christ, the Anglican, 
Lutheran, Baptist end Nazarene Churches, the Christian Education Association, the 
YMCA, the YWCA, end the Women's Christian Temperance Union, An invitation has been 


extended to ‘Roman Gatholic authorities to accept cooperation in the Council. 
‘ E,P.5,Geneva 
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